On Stochastic Parrots,

commonly referred to as
_AlL

Just a collection of great opinion pieces that shaped my own view of the currently overhyped
generative Al. Here | will shortly outline or quote the central aspects mentioned. If any of these
summaries look interesting to you, please read the original article, condensing them into a few

bullet points necessarily leaves out most of the nuance and richness of the original authors
thoughts.

On the Dangers of Stochastic

Parrots: Can Language Models Be

Too Big? []

Emily M. Bender, Timnit Gebru, Angelina McMillan-Major, and Shmargaret Shmitchell. 2021.
(english)

This paper scientifically outlined several of the big risks that come with creating huge Al models as
we currently see. It has been a while that | read it and it is too long for me to re-read now, so | will
just copy a few of its section headlines here:

e Environmental and financial cost
e Unfathomable training data
o Size Doesn’t Guarantee Diversity
o Static Data/Changing Social Views
o Encoding Bias
o Curation, Documentation & Accountability


https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3442188.3445922
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3442188.3445922
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3442188.3445922

It was definietely worth reading and sticks in memory with its legendary metaphor of the Stochastic
Parrot.

Speech by Meredith Whittaker

When she recieved the Helmut Schmidt Zukunftspreis (english)

e Al is a marketing term

e Al grew out of the toxic surveillance buisiness model and is now used to justify and
cement the dominance of big tech companies over all of our lives

e Al is highly unreliable

e Therefore, deploying it in war to decide who will be killed is horrible

Please stop externalizing your

costs directly into my face

By Drew DeVault (english)

e Al web scrapers put enormous load onto every webserver and their sysadmins and is a
giant wast of time and resources
e As a response to this, the Web is now more closed than ever with cloudflare CAPTHA's or

instances of Anubis in more and more places.

JViele Menschen haben fur Metas

Profit gelitten”

By Ingo Dachwitz on netzpollitik.org (german)

e Big tech is neocolonialistically outsourcing labelling of Al training data to the global south


https://www.helmut-schmidt.de/aktuelles/detail/die-rede-der-zukunftspreistraegerin
https://drewdevault.com/2025/03/17/2025-03-17-Stop-externalizing-your-costs-on-me.html
https://drewdevault.com/2025/03/17/2025-03-17-Stop-externalizing-your-costs-on-me.html
https://anubis.techaro.lol/
https://policytoolbox.iiep.unesco.org/
https://netzpolitik.org/2025/digitaler-kolonialismus-viele-menschen-haben-fuer-metas-profit-gelitten/
https://netzpolitik.org/2025/digitaler-kolonialismus-viele-menschen-haben-fuer-metas-profit-gelitten/

e this includes being exposed to e.g. sexual abuse content the whole day without getting
any psychological support or even an appropriate salary

e If you understand german, | also recommend reading the book 'Digitaler Kolonialismus' by

Ingo Dachwitz and Sven Hilbig. It features many disgusting colonialist practices that are

taken to the extreme by Al.

o If you don't understand german and still want to read about this topic, look out for
things written by Renata Avila or Michael Kwet.

How much electricity does Al

consume?

By James Vincent on TheVerge (english)

e Generating four images uses as much energy as fully charging a smartphone

e Data center energy usage is estimated to roughly double from 2022 to 2026 with a total
energy consumption comparable to that of germany. Before the Al hype, data center
energy usage was relatively stable.

These are not the same

By Tante (english)

e Al does not scale and running it does not financially make sense

e The current Al hype is a bubble which will burst eventually

e The interesting question is "What does the bubble leave behind after its burst?"

e With the Al bubble, this will be the massive infrastructure in terms of massive data

centers filled with graphics cards. The most likely outcome seems to be that it will be used

by companies like Palantir for doing mass surveillance for governments which is not
something that will benefit society.

Are "Al" systems really tools?

By Tante (english)


https://www.theverge.com/24066646/ai-electricity-energy-watts-generative-consumption
https://www.theverge.com/24066646/ai-electricity-energy-watts-generative-consumption
https://tante.cc/2025/04/15/these-are-not-the-same/
https://tante.cc/2025/04/27/are-ai-system-really-tools/

e "Tools are not just “things you can use in a way”, they are objects that have been
designed with great intent for a set of specific problems"

e "When | say “Al” here | am not talking about specialized machine learning models that are
intended for a very specific case. [...] | am thinking about “Al” as it is pushed into the
market by OpenAl, Anthropic etc.: “Al” is this one solution to everything (eventually)."

e "And here the tool idea falls apart: ChatGPT isn’t designed for anything."

How Al is killing joy

By Leah Oswald (english)

e Al is like frozen pizza
o "The results of Al are kinda acceptable... sometimes, and it’s fast and cheap,
because we ignore the invisible costs or the poor quality. Al is the fast food of
creative processes. It works, but if we consider it fairly, it also sucks."
e "Al is stopping our continuous development towards something new. We start to focus
entirely on the past.”
e "Al is creating a small devil on your shoulder that nags you every time you see something
you like if maybe it was created by a human or instead by a dead thing that has no actual
idea about all this."
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